The title compound, C 18 H 14 O, is polymorphic at 123 K. The orthorhombic form reported herein has two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit, with molecular volume 313. 5 Å 3 . The previously reported triclinic (P1) form [Raston & Scott (2000) . Green Chem., 2, 49-52] has molecular volume 309.6 Å 3 at the same temperature. All three molecules deviate significantly and systematically from the putative C s symmetry ( r.m.s. = 0.0265, 0.0256, 0.0497 Å ). Comparison of the two molecules in the orthorhombic polymorph shows that 16 of the 19 equivalent pairs of framework atoms have a mirror-image pattern of deviations (above/below plane), suggesting that the two are quasi-enantiomorphs. The pattern of deviations in the triclinic form is nearly the same (13 of 19 atom pairs) as the orthorhombic form.
Related literature
For the title compound co-crystallized with 2,4-di-tert-butylphenol, see: Turner et al. (2003; CSD refcode IQAZAB) . For the Cambridge Structural Database (CSD), see: Allen (2002) . For the determination of an absolute structure from Bijvoet pairs, see: Hooft et al. (2008) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Bell & Spanswick (1966) . For cis-trans isomerism in the title compound, see: Williams (1967 
Experimental
The synthesis is detailed by Bell & Spanswick (1966) : benzyl cyanide (1.8 g.) was added to a solution of sodium (0.35 g) in ethanol (20 ml). Indan-1-one (2 g) was then added, and the mixture warmed on a steam-bath for 20 min. The product was cooled, diluted, and acidified with acetic acid. The sticky precipitate was crystallized from ethanol to yield yellow needles, m.p. 141-143°C.
Refinement
The absolute configuration could not be determined by analysis of 1665 Bijvoet pairs (Flack (1983) x = 0(2), Hooft et al. Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: IDEAL (Gould et al., 1988) and WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 View of (I) (50% probability displacement ellipsoids) 
(2E)-2-(2,3-dihydro-1H-inden-1-ylidene)-2,3-dihydro-1H-inden-1-one
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